[Intra-arterial infusion chemotherapy of advanced breast cancer--effects and side effects of adriamycin, 4'-epi-adriamycin and THP-adriamycin].
In 34 patients with primary advanced breast cancer, intra-arterial administration of ADR (50 mg X 3, total dose 150 mg, 10 cases), 4' epi ADR (50 mg X 3, 150 mg, 8 cases; 70 mg X 3, 210 mg, 10 cases) and THP-ADR (50 mg X 3, 150 mg, 6 cases) was performed, and its effects and side effect were analyzed. The clinical and histological response rate were superior in the ADR (150 mg) regimen and 4'-epi-ADR (150 mg) regimen. Signs of systemic toxicity such as gastrointestinal disorders, leukocytopenia and thrombocytopenia were the side effects in patients treated with THP-ADR, but the frequency of alopecia was lower. No cardiotoxicity was recorded in any of the patients. These results indicated that 4'-epi-ADR given the total dose of 150 mg in a single dosage of 50 mg was the most effective agent in intra-arterial infusion chemotherapy for advanced breast cancer.